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THE COURT REPORTER: Pursuant to
Georgia Law, I am under a duty to digclose the
fact that I have been called to stenographically
repoft this deposition by counsel for the
plaintiff.

However, I am appearing at this
deposition'on behalf of McKee Court Reporting,
and McKee Court Reporting is not participating
in a contract for repofting services for this

deposition and has no financial interest in the

outcome of this case.

MR. BRIGHT: This is just for the

record. We're on the record now.

This is the deposition that was
noticed up for Tracy Bignault, B-I-G-N-A-U-L-T,
pursuant to notice for use by any party in this

litigation for any purpose.

With regard to stipulations, shall

we agree to stipulate to reserve objections except

to form?
MR. CRENSHAW: That's fine.
MR. BRIGHT: All right. And I will

ask the witness about signing and so forth once

he has been placed under cath and we start the

examination.

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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1 TRACY BIGNAULT, being first duly
2 sworn, testified és follows:
3 EXAMINATION |
4 BY MR. BRIGHT: . . :
5 Q. Mr. Bignault, first of all, for the
6 record, could you tell us your name.
7 A. Tracy Bignault.
8 Q. Spell your last name for us.
. 9 A. B-I-G-N-A-U-L-T.
B0 1 B wQ;ﬂﬂﬂAnd_where do you live?
11 A. In Savannéh?rGééfgié:mwmmw
12 Q. And are you employed?
13 A, Yes, sir. | _
14 ' Q. And what do you do for a living?
15. - A. T own a recovery company.
16. | Q. All right. How long have you been
17 in that business?
18 ' A. Ten years.
19 Q. and 66ﬁid“;;u tell us how' old you
20 are.
21 A. I'm 20 -- I .almost told . a story -
22 32. |
23 Q. Thirty-two years old. And how long
ﬁﬂ24y have you lived in gavannah or the area? |
| 25 A Pretty much all my 11ife.

Ve

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.



w @ =1 oy W N e

NN N NN N R R R B R
T R N R O VW ® N w oW R R SN

yversus Timothy C. Davis?

yes, sir.

o
Ry

44
-

TRACYlBIGNﬁULT - EXAMINATION ﬁY MR. BRIGHT

Q. And are you the same Tracy Bignault

that testified in the case of State of Alabama

A.  Yes, gir, I am.

Q. All rlght. Let me direct your
attention to August of 1978, Mr. Bignault, and ask
you, ;Zre you in the juvenile detention center in

gavannsh at that time in August of 18787

! .
' A. aAg far as the date, Yes, gir. AsS

far as the recollection to that date and time,

Q. All right.  And could you tell

us, if you recall, how many contacts you had as

a juvenile with the juvenile justice gystem.’

AL Fifty-seven.
Q. All right. Did you. in the
course -- '
MR. CRENSHAW: Repeat that.
MR. BRIGHT: Excuse me?
MR. CRENSHAW: I didn't catch that

number. I'm SOTXTYy.

THE WITNESS: Fifty-seven.
MR. CRENSHAW: Okay. Thank you.

BY MR. BRIGHT:

Q. pid you know a person by the name

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT

1 of Thomas Hodges?
2 A. Yes, sir, I did.
3 Q. Who was he?
4 A. He -~ at the time when I et him,
5 he was an intake officer, which is known as a
6 counselor.
7 Q. An intake officer where?
8 A. At the juvenile detention facility.
9 Q. All right. And degcribe your
10 relationship with him.
11 A;“””ﬁt“flrs%Twitmwasmpurelv_a
12 relationship of, you xnow, an inmate, I guess ybu
13 ' would say. Later on, it became a more personable,
14 you know, relationship such as he was trying to |
15 get me involved in things like group and some --
16 MR. CRENSHAW: Sir, céuld you
17 please speak up. T can't hear you.
18 THE WITNESS: At first, it was
19 purely, you know, an inmate-type relatiqnshipﬂ
20 Then, later on, he tried to get me involved in
21 some counseling and some group therapy and also
22 drug rehab.
23 BY MR. BRIGHT:
24 Q. Now, with regard to the group
25 coungeling, what kind of couneeling?

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT
A. He carried me to different group
meetings. Like at Georgia Regional, they had drug
rehab'mgetings. He carried me to, I believe it
wag, Baxley or Waycross oOr something 1iké that to
a group home where they had group meetings where
people that: were there were there for alcohoi and
drug abuse, and, you know, that was their sole
purpose for being there. Aapnd I was carried there,
basically, to participate in the groups with them.
Q. Now, when you would be carried to
those programs, would that be when you were not in

a state of detention?

A. ©Oh, yes. When I was in the state

of detention, it was purely that. When Tommy and

I first became acgquainted, it was totally Mr. Hodges

this, Mr. Hodges that.

When I saw him on the gtreet or,
you know,‘going to group Or whatever, then it was
Tommy. But while at the juvenile detention center,
he was in no way. shape, or form allowed to carry

me to do any type of groups Or counseling or

~anything like that.

Q. Did he ever viesit you in your house?
A. Yes.
Q. How many occasions? Do you recall?

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT

o1 A. He probably came to my house probably
2 four or five times.
3[; Q. And those contacts and relationships,
4 would they have been before you were iﬁ the |
5  detention center in August of 19787
6 A. The contacts at the houge, there
7 was probably one, maybe two, before that time, and
8 then the rest of them, you know, occﬁrred over a
9 period of time afterwards.
10 Q. aAnd what about the other kinds of
11 contacts.that fdh described? e
12 - A. As far as the groups and stuff like
13 that, I mean, that was -- it was done over & '
14 ~ course of time. I don't think 1 was ever carried
15 to but maybe one group pefore, you know, this
16 incident th§t we're discussing now.
17 Most of the incidents, I mean, the
18 groups and stuff that 1 was carried to, like I
19 say., was done, you know, just over a course of
20 time, you know, during this, really.
21 Q. Okay. But it would have been
22 both -- tell me +f this is wrongd.
23 Would it have been both before and
24 after? |
25 A. Yes.

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT
Q. Okay. And did you, by August of
1978, know Tommy Hodges fairly well?
A. Yeg, sir.
Q. Now, in your testimony étjthe trial,

you described some conversations you had with

Mr. Davis.

¢

Do you recall that?

A. Yeg, sir.

Q. Now, I want to ask you if -- before
those conversatlons that you testified about at
the trial, did you have any conversations with

Mr. Davis?

A. I don't understand the question.

Q. Well, you testified about some
conversations in which he made certain admissions
to you ~-

A. Yes, sir.

Q. -- about the crime.

Do you remember that?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Did you have conversations before

tﬁat on other matters?

A. Just casual matters as far as, you

know, I had asked him a couple of times why he was

there, which, you know, that was a normal topic of

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT
conversation.
When you would meet somebody in the
juvenile, you know, that was -~ usually, the first

J
question out of your mouth was, "What are you here

for?"

vou know, like T say. it was casual
conversations. Most of the time I saw him was
during like rec time of, you know, study time oYX,
you know, chow hall or something like that. Only

,ggpg;"ggnversations before that were, Yyou know,

(H5]

conversations of trying tc'basicéii?wfiﬂaméﬁﬁ“what~“mmm

he wag there for and -- just casual.

Q. Okay. When Yyou first met him and

" asked him what he was there for, was he willing to

tell you what he was --

A. No, sir.

Q. -~ there for?

A, No, sir.

Q. Okéy. How did you f£ind out what he

was there for?

A. At the time I was there, while this

. was going on, I made what they call -- basically.

a trustee status is what most people understand it
to be, which means that I could pretty well move

around inside without a whole lot of supervision,

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT
yvou know, like somebody breathing down my neck.
T had access to go into the control

room to clean up. and they had what they called a

. . l
control intake board. And when I saw his name up

there on the control intake board, I saw that they
had him charged with murder wrote on the intake
board. And that's how I found out.

Q. and are the counselors the people

who make you a trustee?

A, No, sir.
Q. Who makes you a trustee?
A. They have a -- I guess you'd almost

call it a head guard oOr something like that, but
it was basically the supervisor. They., other
guards., submitted‘names of people that had been

there before or people that were there for

" nonviolent crimes and stuff 1ike that that could

be considered to be on trustee status. And that

person and that person alone made that decision.

Q. and do you recall how long Yyou had
been on trustee status?

A. No, sir. I had been in and out of
there so much, I -- you know, that was just one of

those times. I couldn't tell you.

Q. A1l right. Did you ever have any

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.



L0

11

12

13
14
15
16
17
18
15
20
21
22
23
24
25

© © ~N o | ok W N

[453
-

TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT
conversationg with Thomas Hodges about talking to
Timothy Davis?

A. Yeg, Ssir, numerous conversations.
Q. Tell us about those. |
A. Well, it started out when
Mr. Hodges and I firsﬁ talked about Timmy.
MR. CRENSHAW: Excuse me. Just out
of an abundance of caution, I object to the form,
to the hearsay.

 MR. BRIGHT: Okay.

apologize. .Go ahead.

MR. BRIGHT: That's okay.

THE WITNESS: Okay. He basically --
you know, he wanted me to try to befriend Timmy.
which Timmy and I had -- already, I guess, were
closer or talked more than anybody in there
pecause he didn't talk, you xnow, just to anybody.

The conversations between Mr. Hodges
and myself were that he was trying to get me
pasically to get out of him what I could or soften
him up, you know. get him to open up to somebody
as a inmate rather than a counselor, you know.

And he came to me numerous times

after different conversations with Timmy and asked

McKEE CQURT REPORTING, INC.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT
me, you know, repeatedly, wwell, what did you find
out? Did you find out anything," to the point
to where he kept doing it and kept doing it until
I finally -- my last thing to him beforelthe
conversation where Timmy told me what had been
done, I finally told him that when 1 found out
something that I would let him know, that I didn't
want him to keép comihg to me every time Timmy and

I epoke to each other in the hallway or spoke to

each other during rec time, coming to ask me

‘basically every five minutes, "Well, what did you

find out," you know, nwhat did he say.," Yyou know,
and stuff like that.

_ And I told him point-blank, wif I
find out something, t+11 let you kunow." And I
left it at that.

BY MR. BRIGHT:
Q. Okay. And when he was asking you

if you found out something, what xinds of things

did he want you to find out?
AL T have to answer under gpeculation

because, I mean, he never came to me and said, you
know, "Thig is what I want you to find out."

MR. CRENSHAW: Object to the form.

. The -- it's beyond the personal knowledge of the

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT
witness.
MR. BRIGHT: Sure.
BY MR. BRIGHT:

Q. well, don't speculate, bu% could
you recall any particular things that you were
asked about?

A. veah. He asked me had I flat out
asked him did he do it.

Q. Okay . Ahd by that, you mean the

crime?

Q. Okay. BAnd was that clear to you?
Was that --

A. Yes, sir.

Q. - . what he said?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. All right. I want to go back and
clarify one thing yoﬁ said earlier. You said
something to the effect of -- and correct me if
T'm wrong -- something about more conversations

with Tim than other people.-
Now, did that mean you talked to

Tim Davis more than other inmates talked to Tim

Davies, or you talked --

A. Tim talked to me more than he did

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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TRACY BIGNﬁULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT

to other people.

Q. Okay. And did you have other
people you were -- knew better than him in the
prison -- or in the juvenile detention fgcility?

A. Probably one oxr two that I knew on

the outside were in there also.
Q. Okay. I guess my question really
was, were you and Davis particularly close

friends?

A Not really. I mean, acquaintances

ig more of what T would call it.

Q. Okay. And how often -- what's your

best estimate of how many times Mr. Hodges asked -

- you about Tim pavig and what you had just described?

A. Educated guess, anywhere from 10 to

15 times, I'm sure.

Q. Now, 'in your testimony at trial,
you talked about telling Davis that Hodges' uncle

was a senator in Alabama.

Wwhere did that idea come from?

A. From Thomas Hodges.
Q. Tell us about that.
A. Well, Thomas basically -- you know,

when he was --

MR. CRENSHAW: object to the form,

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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TRACY BIGNAULT -~ EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT
to the hearsay.
BY MR. BRIGHT:
Q. Go  ahead. |
A. Thomas wanted me -- OT put the idea
that I could use this as basically a way to get
closer to him by telling him, you know, "Well, if
you talk to me, then, you know, Tommy 's got an

uncle that's a senator, and he might be able to

help you out."

~_And, you know, it was basically

supposed to be used as a way to make him -- to
gain his confidence, I guess ig what I'm loocking
to say. And the idea was brought up by Thomas .

Q. and was -- did he, in fact, have an

" uncle who was a gsenator in Alabama?

A. I couldn't tell you.

MR. CRENSHAW: Object to the form.

It's beyond the personal knowledge of this witness.

MR. BRIGHT: All right, - And I
think the witness just said -- in case you didn't

hear, Clay -- that he didn't know.
MR. CRENSHAW: Thank you. Steve.

BY MR. BRIGHT:

Q. pid you feel like you were under

any pressure?

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT
A. Yes, sir. That's why I told
Mr. Hodges that if I found out something, I'd
come let him know, because it had turned into a
situation to where I felt like I was exéecﬁéd, you
know, to carry on conversations and like I was

being watched to make sure that I was carrying

on, you know, convergations.

And anytime there was any
conversation, whether it was, "Hey, how are you, "
or, you know, anything like that, Mr. Hodges was
right there, you know, momentarily or as gsoon as
I got away from where Mr. Davis was at to'ask me
what the conversation was.

Q. Just so we're clear on the record,
you're saying if you just like ran into Mr. Davis
in the hall and you all exchanged greetings,

Mr. Hodges would then ask you what happened during
that conversation?

A. Well, he would ask me, you know --
wwhat did you find out," would usually be his words.

Q. Okay. And in the convergations
that you had with Mr. Hodges, did -- were there
any things he told you about the crime or the

murder weapon OI anything like that?

A. He bhad told me -- which isg in a

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT
astatement that you all have -- that they wrote in
there that I gaid Timmy told me that they wexre
still looking for a murder weapon. And that was

]
not true.

Tommy is the one that told me that

they were still hunting for the weapon. He didn't

say "murder weapon." He just said "weapon."
Q. pid you know what kind of weapon it
was?
‘ Azm,.gt_that time, no, I didn't.
Q. Okay.Ww%ééwéﬂg};ménything glge that -

you were ever told by Tommy Hodges about the crime

itgself or what Mr. Davig was accused of having

done?

A, Right off the top of my head, no, 1

don't think so, but, you kmow, T don't know.

Q. aAll right. Do you remember anything
about like -- being told 1ike who the victim was

or the sex or age oI anything 1ike that of the -

_ wvictim of the crime?

A. T mean, you know, I found out in
the beginning., You know, when Tommy was first

talking to me about it. I knew it was a older

WOINAIL .

Q. Okay. And would that have been on

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT
the board where you Saw the charges, 0T would

that have been something that you learned from

. Mr. Hodges?

y |
A. That would have been in a

conversation between me and Tommy, L'm sure.
Q. Okay. And by " Tommy , " you‘ré
talking about Tommy Hodges?

A. Right.

Q. Once you did have the conversations

with Mr. Davis that you related to the Court at

trial, who did you tell about those?

A. Tommy Hodges.
Q. And why?
A. Because he -- you know, he wanted

to know what I found out. And, you know, I told

him when I found out something, I would tell him,

and that's exactly what I did.
Q. All right. Did you ever call the

police or the sheriff’'s office?
A. No, sir.
Q. All right. Do-you recall how it

was that you were taken to Alabama™to testify in

the trial?
A. Basically, yes. T was in drug

rehab in Columbus, Georgila. 1 don't know who the

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT

individuals were, if they were investigators for

the D.A.'s office or who they were, came there to

'talk to me and basically came to get me to carry

)
me to Alabama.

I told them that they needed to
talk to my attormey first. They jinstructed me
that they had and that they had spoken with my
guardian and they had clearance to take me. And

they did exactly that on the spot, RO clothes, 1o

“nothing, just me.

ig a fuzzy part of my memory -- I believe I was

taken to some type of facility in Columbus. Then

" 1 was taken from Columbus to Alabama with an

investigator or a police officer or -~ who he was,

1 mean, I domn't know.

Q. Okay. And how long did you stay 1in
Alabama to testify? Do you recall, approximately?
A. T have no idea. I can tell you 1

spent that day and maybe that night in the jail

where they bhad carried me to.

wrhen they carried me to a police
officer's house in some 1ittle small town oOvVer
there, and 1 was made to stay with that officer.

And when another officer couldn't be with me at

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT
all times, that officer. the primary officer,
carried me to work with him in his patrol car.
Q. And did they provide you with

clothes and soO forth for the trial? l

A, vYes, sir. They had to go buy me a
couple of different outfits and a toothbrusgh and
toothpaste 'and shoes and such as that because,
1ike I say, when they come and got me, they took
me, no clothes. They tock me as I was when they

got there.
Q. All right. If you can, indulge us

for just a minute.
{An off-the-record discussion was held.)
BY MR. BRIGHT:
Q. Do you recall now -- were you in
Alabama more than a couple of days., O do you

recall how long you were there for the trial and

so forth?
A. T know I had to be there at least a

week.

Q. Okay. Did you talk to either your

attorney or your guardian before you were taken to

_ Alabama?

A. (Witness shook head) . Nor while 1

wag there.

* McKEE_ COURT REPORTING,. INC.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT

Q. So you didn't talk to them, eithex

one?
A. No. l
Q. Now, Mr. Bignault, you have a right
| to -- and I should have asked you this right at

the start, but I forgot. But I've been reminded.
vYou have a right, with the
deposition, to read it yourself and sign it,

everything that the court reporter has taken down,

oY you can agree to waive it, and the court

reporter will just simply transcribe it and file

it.
What's your preference?
A. che can just go ahead and de what
she needs to do. I don't need to gign it.
Q. All right. So you're willing to

waive signing?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. all right.
MR. BRIGHT: Clay: that's all I

have.
MR. CRENSHAW: Okay. Just one

minute, please.

MR. BRIGHT: Sure. Take your time.

MR. CRENSHAW: Okay. Thanks. Okay.

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. CRENSHAW

I guess I'm ready.

MR. BRIGHT: Okay. Go ahead.
EXAMINATION

BY MR. CRENSHAW:

Q. Tracy, my name is Clay Crenshaw,
and I'm a deputy attormey general for the State of

Alabama.

. . Yes, sir.

I have just a few questions for you.
Okay .

How long have you 1ived in Savannah?

pretty much all my life.

e FFoRE I -

All right. When you say you own
a recovery company. what exactly is a recovery

company?

A. I'm a repo agent as in repossession

of vehicles.

Q. So you work for banks to repossess
cars?

A. Yes, gir, banks, car lots, credit
unions, any type of financial institution that

holds“the title to a vehicle.
Q. And you've done that for 10 years,

T believe? Is that what you saild?

A. Yes, eir.

- McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. CRENSHAW

Q. So you started that when you were
22 years old?

A. Yes, sir. Well, actually, I worked
for somebody else when L first startea.’

Q. All right. When you say you were
in the detention center for -- did I hear you
right? Did you say 57 times?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. I'm sorry. I can't understand you.
Y

o Are you saying veir"?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are you saying, "Yes, gir," or.
"gir"?

A, Yes.

Q. Okay. Just say "yasg" Or "no." All
right?

and, again, since 1 didn't understand

© you, you said you were in rhe detention center for

57 times.
Is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And, again -- I'm SOTYY. Maybe
we're having a bad connection. I didn't hear your
answer.

A. Yes.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. CRENSHAW
Q. All right. Thank you.
Does that mean that you were

charged with 57 different offenses? |

A. No, sir, it does not. One time, I
was charged with unruly runaway, and they took out
a warrant for me for unruly runaway. when they
found me, it probably took them 10 different times
of capturing me to even get me to court.

Q. Okay. So let's take away those
10 times.

Does that mean you were charged
with 47 different offenses?
A, No, sirxr. The majority of the
of fenses were for unruly runaway. Probably two or
maybe three of the different times I was there was

I ever charged with anything other than unruly

runaway .

Q. All right. What were those three
or four times? '

A. One time was for being out after
curfew. Oﬁe time was for breaking and entering,

and one time was for entering an auto.

Q. All right. What was the -- 1f you
can, can you give me the time span that you were

{n the juvenile detention center?
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1 | I guess we're talking about the
2 Chatham County Juvenile Detention Center?
3 A. Are you talking about overall or
4 for the subject that we're discussing nokw?
5 Q. If you could, give me all the
6 different dates. 1t may be a lot of different
7 dates. I don't know.
8 | put, if you could, give me all the
S dates.
10 MNH_U_A' T couldn't tell you.
11 Q. ””OQAYl You were -- we know you were
12~ there in hugust of '78.
13 » what was the time span of that
14 - detention?
15 A. - Well, sometimes, I might be there

16 for a day. I might be there overnight. I might

17 be there for a week. I might be there for two.

18 T wasg at the juvenile center one
19 |, time on the breaking and entering. They formally
20 charged me with violation of probatilon because I
21 was on probation for the unruly runaway. SO

22 actually, I don't know if the B & E charge would
23 be a formal charge or not because the actually

24 charge when I went to court was for violation of

25 probation.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. CRENSHAW
Q. All right. How many different
times were you in the Chatham County Juvenile
Detention Center?

y |
A. Approximately 57 times.

1

Q. Okay. Who first contacted you
about this case? |
And when I'm asking you that
question, I mean, who contacted you regarding what
we call the State's postconviction petition of
Tim Davis? I'm not talking about the trial now.
Do you understand my gquestion?
A.  No, sir.
Q. All right. I assume you were first
approached by someone in either Mr. Bright;s or
Ms . Nérby's office.
Is that correct?
A, Yes, sir.
Q. Who first contacted you, and when
was that contact?
A. A fellow named Matt contacted me a
couple of years ago. I believe it was.
Q. and what did he ask you?
A. He asked me did I have any

recollection of the case and basically what I

knew.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. CRENSHAW
Q. Aand what kind of things did you
tell him about what you knew?
A. 1 told him, as best ag I could,
of the conversations and the whereforesland
whereabouts that led up to the conversations
between me and Tim Davis. |
T also believe I told him about

how I was carried to Alabama against my will. I

believe he asked me gquestions, you know, like

you're doing now as far as my personal life, you

know, what I was doing and who T worked for and,

' you know, things like that.

Q. Did he ever tell you that you could

say things that could possibly help Tim?
A. T don't understand that guestion.

Q. Did he tell you that you could say

things that could possibly get Tim off death row?

A. No, sir.
Q. Do you feel guilty because your
testimony -- partly, your testimony., along with

other people's testimony, put Tim on death row?

A. Hell, no.
Q. Do you know what Tim did?
A. Yeg, sir. Or what he tells me he

allegedly did, ves. sir.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. CRENSHAW

Q. Okay. When you testified during
the trial, did you tell anything that was untrue?

A. To the best of my recollection, no.
sir. |

Q. All right. When did you first meet
Tommy Hodges?

A. I couldn't tell you a date. He
was a -- he was intake officer or a guard oOr
whatever you want to call him at the juvenile
detention center on one of the occasions which I

was taken there.

Q. All right. Did you know him in

19767

A. Previous to meeting Mr. Davis, I

would say I probably knew Tommy for a couple of

months.

Q. 8o you met him in June of 19787

gomewhere along in that time, yes.

gir.

Q. and that was the first time you met

Tommy Hodges?
A. To the best of my recollection, yes.

Q. And what was the occasion for you

meeting him?

A, T was brought into the juvenile
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1 detention center for unruly runaway .

2 Q. and how did you meet him?

3 A. He wasg the intake officer.

4 Q. All right. Did he have én a uniform?
5 ‘ A. No, sir.

6 Q. All right. Do you know what his

7 capacity wag there at the jail?

8 A. An intake officer.

9 Q. All right. You called him an
10 intake officer or a counsgelor.
11 Was he both?
12 A. At the time when I firet met him,
13 ag far as I knew, he was nothing more than an

14  intake officer. _

15 Q. All right. When you -- did he walk
16 around counseling people?
17 A. Basically, when I first met him, he
18 was an intake officer. That means he talks to

19 each and every jndividual that’'s prought into that
20 facility to f£ind out if they're in a violent mood,
21 if they're being rebellious, if they have problems,

29  if they have medical problems, and such as that.

23 Q. All right. 1In what capacity did he
24 carry you to drug counseling --
25 A. As a person --

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. CRENSHAW

1 Q. -- and alcohol abuse counseling?

2 A. As a personal friend.

3 Q. 9o he wag not doing that in his --
4 in whatever his capacity was? |

5 A. No, sir.

6 Q. Are you still friends with Témmy

7 Hodges?

8 A. T haven't seen Tommy Hodges in

9 years.
10 Q. Do you know whether or mnot he still

11 works at the jail?

12 ' A. I have no idea where he works.

13 Q. Have you ever been charged with a
14 criminal offense as an adult? '

15 | A. Yes, sir.

16 Q. Have you ever been charged with a
17 criminal offense as an adult?

i8 A. Yes.

18 Q. and what are some of those offenses?
20 A. - I don't think that's any of your
21 business.

22 Q. Well, you need to answer it. I
23 think it is my business.

24 A. I was charged with possession of
25 marijuana.

' McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.



W ® ~N G ! s W N R

10
11

12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

/)73
gl

TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. CRENSHAW

Q. Were you convicted?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. pid you say., "No, sir," or, "Yes.
sir"? !

A. Yes.

Q. Did you serve any time?

A. Yes.

Q. Have ?ou ever been convicted of any

other criminal offense as an adult?

A. No.

Q. wWwhen dié you'become a trustee in
the detention center?

A. Which time?

Q. Well, T guess the time that we're
talking about in regards to Tim Davis.

A. probably a couple days after I was

there.

Q. If you know, why did you become a

trugtee?

A. Tf T know, why did I become a

trustee? IE T --

Q. Do you know what made the guards

make you a trustee?

A. Because, usually. when I was there,

T was pretty mild mannered. I didn't try to cause
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. CRENSHAW

any problems. I usually did what 1 was told until
T was ready to go.

Q. How did Tommy £first approach you
about your claim that he wanted you to éontact Tim
about talking to Tim about this crime?

A. What do you mean, how did he

approach me?

Q. Well, what -- I'm going to withdraw

that question.
Were you offered anything to testify

against Tim Davis?

A. No, sir.
Q. Were you forced to testify?
A. T wasn't basically forced to

tegtify. I was forced to be there.

Q. All right. Then the answer to my
question would be no? You weren't forced to
testify?

A. No, sir.

Q. Who was your -- 1 believe you
testified that they came and got you from a drug

rehab center in Columbus, Georgia.

Is that correct?

A. Yes.
Q. You =aid you requested they talk to
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your attorney.

Who was your attorney?
. paschal Bignault.
Who?
Paschal Bignault.

Is he related to you?

Yeg, he is.

!Ogﬁao:ﬂzo":w

. Why did you need an attorney at

" that point?

A. Because they were taking me out of
the state of Georgia into the state of Alabama,

and I didn't want to go.
Q. Do you know whether or not they

called Mr. Bignault?
A. According to them, they said vyes.

According to him, he says 1no.

Q. Well, could you have called him

from Alabama?

A. That, I don't know.
Q. Okay.. Let's go back to Tommy Hodges
real briefly. You gaid he was an intake officer.

Did he sit at the front desk and
check in prisoners as they came in the door? 1Is

that correct?

A. He had a office, before you got to
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. CRENSHAW
the control room, that was called a intake office.
Once you were processed in and the
information was gained as far as your name, address,
phone number, Social Security numbér, aAd so forth,
then he would take you down to the intake office and
discuss with you why you were there and basically
find out, just through conversation, as to whether
or not you felt violent or felt like you wanted to

hurt somebody or hurt yourself or something like

that.
Q. All right. And I believe you

called him a counselor also.

Why did you call him a counseloxr?

A. Because that was his capaciﬁy.
Later, as I got to know him, he was a counsel --
what they called a counselor.

Q. So are you testifying that he --
his job changed?

A. Over the course of the period I
knew him, yes, it did. It changed twice.

Q. All right. Are you aware of what

his capacity was in august of '787?

A. As far as I know, & counsgelor.
Q. Okay. Tracy, if I could ask you
some personal questions -- and I apologize -- but
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how many times have you been through drug rehab?

A. Twice.
Q. and have you been through alcochol
rehab? |
A. No, sir.
Q. How long have you been off drugs?
Since 1982.

MR. BRIGHT: I'm soxry. What was

the question?

MR. CRENSHAW: I asked him how long
he had been off drugs -- |

MR. BRIGHT: All right.

MR. CRENSHAW: -- and he said, "Since

1582."

and T don't have any more guestions.
MR. BRIGHT: All right. Just a

couple of follow-ups, Tracy.

EXAMINATION

BY MR. BRIGHT:
Q. Mr. Bignault, do you recall how

cld you were in August of -- when is your date of

ubirth? C

A. 7/28/62.
1627
(Witness nodded head) .
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT
Q. And do you recall -- 8O in 1978,

you would have been 16 years old -~

AL aomewhere around in thexe, Yyes.
!

.

sir.
Q. -- in August of 19787
Do you recall, when you firsﬁ
started having contact with the juvenile system,
how old you were?
A. Actually, no.

Q. Okay. And T think you said most of

your contacts were for unruly runaway?

A. Uh-huh.
Q. And what did that usually involve?
A. T wag in a boys home at Bethesda

Home for Boys here in gavannah. My father became
deathly ill with brain tumors. They refused to
let me go see him. 5O whenever they turned their

back, I'd just go, and they charged me with unruly

runaway.

Q. All right. Since Tim Davis left .
the juvenile Jetention center, have you had any

contact with him at all?

A No, sir.

Q. - Any with any member of his family?
A. when I went to Alabama OY sometime
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT
after he left there -- or he may have been there --
his brother came to see me somewhere. I don't

remember if it was here oOr if it was in Alabama
}

or when I was in Columbus oxr some damn where. He
came -- his brother came to see me. -
Q. That would have been near oOr before

the time of the trial?

A Right.

Q. But since the time of the trial?
A. No.

Q. All right. And is the information

that you have told us here today about these

discussions the truth7

A. To the best of my knowledge, ves,
sir.

Q. and if there's any time where you
signed a statement ox indicated that you didn't
have conversations with anybody before talking to

Davis, would that be true?

A. You have to run that by me again.
Q. T'm sorry. That wasn't a Very good
question. Let me withdraw it and see if I can ask

a better question.

With regard to any questions about

or any statements ox whatever with regard to
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGHT
whether you had discussions with anybody there at
the juvenile center before talking to Tim Davis,

would -- what you've said here today, .does that
]

degcribe those conversations?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. All right. That's a better way to

ask the question, I think.
MR. BRIGHT: All right. That's all

I have. Thank you.
| MR. CRENSHAW: Just a very few
questions, Tracy.
THE WITNESS: All right.
EXAMINATION
BY MR. CRENSHAW:
0. Has anybody contacted you about

this case at all other than the contact you've

already mentioned?

T believe you said it was -- @ Matt
contacted you?
A. Right. That's it.
Q. When you say Tim's brother

contacted you around the time of the trial --

A. No, he did not --
Q. ~-- do you mean Eddie Davis?
A, He did not contact me. He came to
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TRACY BIGNAULT - EXAMINATION BY MR. CRENSHAW

1 wherever they had me at the time. To the best of
2 my recollection, I was gitting in a conference

3 room. Like I say, I don't remember if it was

4 here, Columbus, or in Alabama. !

5 He sat at the far end of the table
6 from me and wanted to ask me questions pertaining
7 to his brother.

8 .Q. pid he ask you any questions?

9 A. To the best of my recollection,
10 yes, he did.
11 Q. Was the nature of his questions
12 that he was asking what youxr testimony would be?
13 A. I don't remember the nature of the
14 questions. I couldn't tell you one questidh he
15 | asked me.
16 Q. Did he try to intimidate you in any
17 way?
18 A. To the best of my recollection,
19 no. I_doﬁ't get intimidated very well.
20 MR. CRENSHAW: I don't have any
21 more questions.

22 EXAMINATION
23 | BY MR. BRIGHT:

24 Q. And in that conversation that you
25 had, who else was thefe? Was anybody else there?

McKEE COURT REPORTING, INC.
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A. As best I recall, there was a room
full of people. Who was there, I couldn't tell

you.
]

Q. But, I mean, were some of those
people either law enforcement people or --

A. Lawyers or law enforcement oOr
somebody. I mean, I wasn't there by myself by any
means, no. :

Q: All right. And, also, just so the
record is clear on this now, before this deposition
today, you've also, have you not, had conversations
with Charlotta Norby as well as mygself?

A. Right.

MR. BRIGHT: All right. _Thgt's all

I have.

MR. CRENSHAW: I don't have any

more questions.

(Deposition concluded at 3:30 p.m.)
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CERTIFICATE

GEORGIA:

CHATHAM COUNTY:

T, Victoria L. White, Certified Court

Reporter for the gtate of Georgia, do hereby

‘certify:

That the foregoing depogition was taken
before me on the date and at the time and location
stated on Page 1 of this transcript;bthat the
witness was duly sworn to testify to the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth; that

the testimony of the witness and all objections

stenographically by me and were thereafter
transcribed by computer-aided transcription; that
the foregoing deposition as typed 1s a true,
accurate, and compleﬁe record of the testimony of

the witness and of all objections made at the time

of the examination.

I further certify that I am neither related
to nor counsel for any party to the cause pending

or interested in the events thereof.
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Witness my hand, I have hereunto affixed my
official seal this 4th day of January, 1995, at

Savannah, Chatham County, Georgia.
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